DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

to his nephew that he hoped their visits would co-
incide, William did not answer his letter, but signified
to their host that he wished no other Royal personages
to be his guests when he was there. In consequence
the Prince had to leave Vienna before his Imperial
Majesty arrived. William continued the chastise-
ment in a speech he made when he unveiled a statue
of his cousin the late Prince Frederick Charles, in
which he referred to " people who have the audacity
to maintain that my father would have been willing
to part with what he, in conjunction with the late
Prince, gained on the battlefield." Then turning to
one of his staff he said, " I hope my uncle will under-
stand that.55 Finally Bismarck joined in and started
an Anglophobe campaign in his Press against English
interferences in internal German affairs. He sug-
gested that it was the Empress Frederick who had
prompted her brother to make those tactless inquiries
which had caused all the mischief, and by an in-
genious perversion of the facts accused the Prince of
deliberate incivility to William in leaving Vienna on
the eve of his arrival there.

It seems to us now like a page of mediaeval history
or, even more, like some incredible farce that per-
sonal quarrels between irascible members of Royal
Families could endanger international relations. The
situation had its comical side : there was the Queen
at Balmoral boiling with unsuppressed fury and under-
linings at her grandson's insane and vulgar and
scarcely credible pompousness, and writing to her
Prime Minister about him in such terms as she had

233                             ft